
 

        

Parties to the Bamako Convention reaffirm their commitment to protect Africa from hazardous 

waste dumping  

 

Brazzaville, 14 February 2020 – The third Conference of the Parties (COP 3) to the Bamako 

Convention today adopted a set of decisions reaffirming the Parties’ commitment to strengthen 

the Convention in order to prevent African countries from receiving unwanted hazardous waste in 

their territories as well as promoting sound management of chemicals and waste produced within 

the continent. 

 

Parties reaffirmed their commitment to take concrete actions to implement decisions adopted at 

the first and second Bamako Convention COPs. They also agreed on a common scale to enhance 

their financial contributions to the Convention. Parties further called upon African States who 

have not yet ratified the Convention to do so.  

 

The strict standards related to the collection, treatment and disposal of municipal and industrial 

waste in developed countries have resulted in the illegal trafficking and export of hazardous waste 

to Africa for cheap disposal, often without any treatment. 

 

The Bamako Convention prohibits the dumping or incinerating of hazardous waste in inland water 

and oceans, promotes the control of transboundary movement of hazardous waste within Africa 

and seeks to ensure that waste disposal is conducted in an environmentally sound manner.  

 

« African countries are facing an increasing exposure to chemicals due to the growth in world 

trade, changes in production patterns and the relocation of chemical production from developed 

to developing countries. Human health is closely linked to the state of the environment,” said 

Arlette Soudan-Nonault, Minister of Tourism and the Environment of the Republic of the Congo 

and the incoming President of the Bamako convention. “With the commitment and concrete 

actions of each and everyone, I am sure that we will be able to meet the challenge of 

implementing the Bamako Convention,” she added.  

 

Addressing Parties at the high-level segment via video message, Inger Andersen, Executive 

Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), said, regional cooperation is one of the most 

powerful tools at our disposal in the face of the global climate emergency.  

 

“We are in a critical year and a critical decade for our collective future. In this super year for 

nature, in this decade of action for the SDGs, we have a real opportunity to reverse the 



degradation of our ecosystem and biodiversity, and addressing the challenge of hazardous waste 

and chemicals is part of the big solution,” she added.  

 

Parties also agreed to reinforce collaboration and create more synergies between the Bamako 

Convention and the related Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions.   

 

“In view of similar challenges faced by African countries it is fit to explore how to further explore 

synergies between Bamako Convention and Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, 

especially with regards to achieving the sustainable development goals,” said Rolph Payet, 

Executive Secretary of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions.   

 

The Conference also acknowledged the updated list of hazardous substances and encouraged 

Parties to use the list in their national implementation plan of Bamako Convention.  

 

The Republic of the Congo takes over from the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire and will hold the 

functions of the Presidency for the next two years. The Bureau of the Convention includes the 

Republic of the Congo (President), Rwanda (1st Vice President), Egypt (2nd Vice President), Niger 

(3rd Vice President) and Zimbabwe as rapporteur.  

 

Established in 1991, the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control 

of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa came into force 

in 1998. Twenty-nine of 54 African countries have ratified the Convention.  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

Decisions of COP-3 will be available at: 
https://www.unenvironment.org/events/conference/third-conference-parties-bamako-
convention 

About the Probo Koala Incident: In 2006, a Panama-registered cargo tanker, chartered by Trafigura, 
a commodities’ trading multinational, dumped over 500 cubic meters of highly toxic waste in 
Abidjan, killing 17 people and poisoning thousands.  

About the Koko, Nigeria incident: In 1988, Italian businessmen illegally dumped over 2000 drums, 
sacks, and containers full of hazardous wastes in a small fishing village in southern Nigeria. The 
waste was claimed by the dealer to be fertilizers that would help poor farmers, but instead it 
turned into a nightmare. Few months later the containers started leaking causing stomach upset, 
headache, failing sight and death to the local community. The area around the dumpsite was 
rendered inhabitable and 500 residents were evacuated. People in the Koko village still remember 
this accident as ‘drums of death’. 
 

About the Bamako Convention 

http://www.basel.int/
http://www.pic.int/
http://www.pops.int/
https://www.unenvironment.org/events/conference/third-conference-parties-bamako-convention
https://www.unenvironment.org/events/conference/third-conference-parties-bamako-convention


The Bamako Convention was negotiated by twelve nations of the Organization of African Unity at 

Bamako, Mali in January 1991, and came into force in 1998. It prohibits the import to Africa and 

ocean and inland water dumping or incineration of hazardous wastes; establishes the 

precautionary principle; and provides for the sound management of these wastes within the 

continent. 

 

About the UN Environnent Programme (UNEP) 

UNEP is the leading global voice on the environment. It provides leadership and encourages 

partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and 

peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. UNEP 

works with governments, the private sector, civil society and with other UN entities and 

international organizations across the world.  

 

For more information and to arrange interviews, please contact:  

Mohamed Atani, Regional Information Officer, UNEP, Africa Office: mohamed.atani@un.org - Tel: 

+254 727531253. 
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